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ASIAN THEATRE
THEATRE HISTORY - THEA 290

FALL 2018

Professor “C” Heaps (Dr. “C”)
Contact: Phone - 269-337-7126; E-mail – c.heaps@kzoo.edu
Class Location: Light Fine Arts 228
Class Time: TR 12:10pm-2:00pm
Office: Theatre Office, Light Fine Arts Basement

Office Hours: MTWRF 3-5pm, or by appointment (subject to change, I’ll let you know)

What is this course?

This course is a survey of selected topics in Classical and Contemporary Asian Theatre from India, China, and Japan. Although the course emphasizes these three countries, we will also look at theories and examples of intercultural performance, i.e., Asian Theatre influences on the West, Western influences on the East, and other "fusion performances," as well as other areas of Asia.
What will you be able to do by the end of this course? 

After completing this course, the student should be able to:

· demonstrate a fundamental grasp of some of the major performance traditions of Japan, China, and India.

· productively converse on the subject of non-western dramatic literature.

· evaluate the growing trend of "interculturalism" in modern and postmodern theatre.

· propose answers to some fundamental questions about the nature of performance itself, its relationship to ritual, religious ceremony, cultural aesthetics, and entertainment (specifically, how can we compare the functions of theatre in East and West? What are the differences? Similarities? Are there worldwide performance phenomena?)
What programs does this course count towards?

It counts for the Theatre History requirement for Theatre Arts Minors, one of the two (or three) required Theatre History courses for Theatre Arts majors, and an elective in the East Asian Studies of the IAS major.

What texts are required for this course:

Available at the college bookstore: 

The Methuen Drama Anthology of Modern Asian Plays, edited by Siyuan Liu and Kevin J. Wetmore, Jr., London: Bloomsbury Methuen, 2013.
Other readings will be made available online (through Moodle) or through course reserves at the library
How will you be graded in this course?

Evaluation will be determined by:

15% 
Quizzes

25% 
Class Participation (includes Informal Presentations on Readings, film worksheets, readings on Moodle)

20% 
Midterm Essay
1%
Final Research Project Initial Proposal & Bibliography 


5%
Final Research Project Thesis, Outline, & Revised Bibliography 

4%
Final Research Project First Three Pages – 4 pts


20%
Final Research Project First Version & Revised (one grade) 


5%
Final Research Project Oral Presentation on Paper in Week 10 

5% 
End of Term Cultural reflection

What are the quizzes like?

On Moodle, short essays designed to complete in 30 minutes or less. You are responsible for taking the quiz by the class period in which it is due. All quizzes will close at 12:00pm (ten minutes before our class begins) on the day it is due. All quizzes are weighted equally (except the syllabus quiz). 
How am I graded on participation?

It is my intention to NEVER lecture for an entire class period. There will always be discussion of the material throughout the course, especially on the plays. In order to be eligible to receive the full participation component, you must never be late or miss a class. You must always be prepared to participate in class. This means:

1. Arriving on time.

2. Reading all assignments carefully.

3. Preparing notes and questions on the readings or topic.

4. Contributing regularly and thoughtfully (use your notes so I can see you're doing it)!

5. Advance discussion without monopolizing it.

6. Use what others are saying - agree/disagree respectfully.

In addition to the above, your participation grade will also reflect my "take" on your genuine enthusiasm, effort, and commitment to each class period. At midterm, I will tell you your participation grade and you will have a chance to argue it if you like. Remember, in order to be eligible to receive the full participation component, you must never be late or miss a class.

What will we be doing in class?
Informal Presentations on Readings: 
You have already been assigned to report on a reading. We’ll sign up for presentation slots the first day of class
. Here’s how it works:

· Submit a one-page summary.
· Report on the material in NO MORE THAN 5 MINUTES (I will time it). Know the material well so you can “just talk” – do NOT “read at us!”

· What are the three most important points in this material, and why?

· How does this material relate to the themes we’ve been discussing so far in this course?

· Link in some way (one sentence is fine) with the material of the student who just reported previous to you (those of you that present first, go back to the last student presentation from the week before).

· Your personal reaction to the material (perhaps how it reflects on another course, your SA experience, your SIP plans, etc.).

· That’s it – that’s all you have to do (further research is not necessary). It has to be no more than one page, no more than five minutes. 

Videos/Films:
We will see LOTS of them in class (the only way we can see some Asian Theatre this term. SO MAKE SURE YOU’RE WATCHING ACTIVELY AND CRITICALLY. This means: watching and listening carefully, taking notes, and completing a Film Worksheet before you leave class. What to do if you miss a class and film? Each film is listed by title in the syllabus. I will try to post links to where the videos are found (if possible). Otherwise, talk to me. 

Midterm Project:
In an individual five-page essay, for your assigned material, answer the following three questions:

· What are the aspects of performance, text, music, and theatre design (sets/costumes/makeup) that make this a vital form of Asian Theatre?

· What can this form mean in different cultural contexts? (This question includes how you are studying the form as a “Cultural Outsider.”)
· What does studying this form have to do with your education as a Kalamazoo College student?

GUIDELINES:

· By Week 4 Tuesday, you must submit a Midterm Prospectus.
· The individual essay is due Week 5 Tuesday. 

· Further research might be helpful, but I believe that you can rely on the readings and films we’ve used in class.

· By the same token, you should not merely “parrot” what we’ve said in class. Is there material or a point of view we have not mentioned? A perspective we have not considered?

· Five pages minimum (double- spaced, 12 font), no maximum.  Cite sources parenthetically, include a bibliography. 

· That’s it – the above are the only Guidelines – the rest is up to you.
MIDTERM TOPICS

Zaju: Chloe, Micheal
Chungqui/Kunqu: Louise, Christina
Jingxi/Beijing Opera: Teyia, Karishma
Kutiyattam: Eleanor, Phyu
Kathakali: Maria, Mingyang
Yakshagana: Samuel, Nhi
Theatre of Roots: Alonte’, Boemin
Final Research Project:
This will consist of a detailed study of some aspects of Asian Theatre that goes far beyond the material we’ve covered in class, or a topic we have not touched on at all. EXAMPLE: We mentioned Goan Tiatr in class. The Final Research Project could be a study of the how that theatre form came to be, what it was a reaction against, and proposes an argument/point of view that analyzes how it functions as a post-colonial critique. In other words, there has to be an argument that uses the research; the paper cannot just be an encyclopedic description. You should also choose a topic that differs from your midterm project. 

The Final Research Project will consist of:

· An Initial Bibliography and Thesis

· A Full Sentence Outline and Revised Bibliography.

· First three pages of paper.

· A 10-page paper (first version).

· A revised version based on my written comments and a conference.

· A 5-minute Oral Presentation summarizing the paper.

3. Timeline of Final Research Project (all deadlines, unless otherwise noted, are 9pm on Moodle):
a. Week 6 Tuesday Oct. 16: Proposal and Initial Bibliography 
c. Week 7 Tuesday Oct. 23: Thesis, Full Sentence Outline, & Revised Bibliography

d. Week 8 Tuesday Oct. 30: First (or any) three pages of paper

e. Week 9 Tuesday Nov. 6: First Complete Version of Paper (completely finished)!

f.  Week 9 Thursday Nov. 8 in-class and other times that day: Paper Conference with Ed

g. Week 10 Tuesday/Thursday Nov. 13/15 in-class: Oral presentations of papers

h. Finals Tuesday Nov. 20: Revised Version of Paper

Alphabet Soup of Policy
Attendance

Attendance is absolutely essential to this course. Students are allowed TWO absences because life happens, but otherwise, people need to be in class, engaged, on time. After two absences, I will deduct 2% of your grade for each absence. In addition, a record of perfect attendance (no absences or late arrivals) will receive an extra 2% at the end of the course (this is the only extra credit option). The basic format of the class will be lecture and discussion of the readings and films. Obviously, you have to come to class to participate. But you must do much more than attend. You must be in class actively, not just passively. This means being prepared for every class and offering to the discussion without waiting to be asked. DO force yourself to speak up at least once a session! I may also ask you to write discussion questions or to lead discussions. You must never be late or miss a class in order to be considered for the full amount of the participation grade component. Exemptions may be granted for hospitalization, deaths in the family, etc., at my discretion. Also, if you are coming from a previous class across campus that often gets out late, tell me and I may bend this. Otherwise, be here exactly on time.

Honor Code and Academic Honesty
This course operates under the College Honor System.  That means:  we treat each other with respect, we nurture independent thought, we take responsibility for personal behavior, and we accept environmental responsibility. Academic honesty is a critical part of our value system at K.  When you borrow an idea, express the idea in your own words, thus thinking it through and making it your own, and acknowledge the source of the idea with the proper citation and reference, or, in certain situations, use the exact words of the source in quotation marks and acknowledge it with the proper citation, page number, and reference. Ideas raised in class are part of the public domain and, therefore, sources of the ideas need not be acknowledged.  If you are ever in doubt about this, you must ask. For the full policy, see https://reason.kzoo.edu/studev/policies/dishonest/.

Plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty will result in a score of zero points on the assignment, further disciplinary action from the Dean’s Office, and possible course failure. No exceptions. Be sure you are presenting your own work.

Disabilities Accommodation
If you are a student with a disability who seeks accommodation or other assistance in this course, please let me know as soon as possible. Kalamazoo College is committed to making every effort to providing reasonable accommodations. If you want to discuss your overall needs for accommodation at the College, please direct questions to the Associate Dean of Students Office, (269) 337-7209. For more information, please see https://www.kzoo.edu/student-life/students-with-disabilities/.

Learning Commons
The Learning Commons is a network of peer support available to help you with a variety of skills and disciplines. The Writing Center, Research Consultant Center, and Center for New Media Design are on the first floor of Upjohn Library. Our English as a Second Language and Learning Specialist support programs are located there as well. The Math-Physics Center is in Olds Upton Hall. It is my observation that students who frequent these centers generally learn more and receive higher grades, so I encourage you to use them early and often. You can find more information about each of these centers here: https://reason.kzoo.edu/learningcommons/.

Late Work
All assignments are due in class on the date specified. Late work will be graded down one full grade for each day, including the day it’s due. I am willing to negotiate extensions, but please do so in advance. NO extensions for the final essay.

Communication

I will communicate with the class via e-mail or Moodle announcements. I will answer your questions as soon as I can, but I may not check e-mails late at night or on the weekend.

Sensitive or Controversial Content

Some of the plays we will read and videos we will watch contain content that some may consider controversial. If at any time you truly find such material so offensive that you cannot participate in discussion or complete an assignment, please let me know. If you like, you may tell me by note or email. Please communicate with me if you are experiencing any problems in the course.

DAILY SCHEDULE

WEEK ONE: INTRO 

DAY
DATE
TOPIC





READINGS




T
9/11
Intro

R
9/13
Asian Performance Overview
Reading: “Intro to Asian Theatre”
SYLLABUS QUIZ (on Moodle before class)
Informal Presentation: “Intro to Asian Theatre” (Louise)
WEEK TWO: CLASSICAL INDIA 

T
9/18
Brief Lecture: Indian Sanskrit Theatre
Video: UNESCO Kutiyattam
Reading: The Little Clay Cart

Reading: “Origins of Sanskrit Theatre” by Richmond
PLAY QUIZ: The Little Clay Cart (on Moodle before class)
Informal Presentation: “Sanskrit Theatre”
(Christina)
R
9/20
Brief Lecture: Kathakali

Video: Kathakali Dance Drama of Kerala
Reading: “Kathakali” by Zarrilli
Informal Presentation: “Kathakali” (Mike)
WEEK THREE: MODERN INDIA
T 
9/25 
Brief Lecture: Yakshagana and Post-Colonialism
Reading: “Interculturalism and Hybridity”


Informal Presentation: “Interculturalism and Hybridity” by Williams (Sam)


QUIZ: Interculturalism and Theatre Video: Mahabharata

R 
9/27 
Reading: “‘Theatre of Roots’: Encounter with Tradition”



Informal Presentation: “Theatre of Roots” by Awasthi and Schechner (Ellie)
Reading: Hayavadana (Methuen)


PLAY QUIZ: Hayavadana (on Moodle before class)
WEEK FOUR: CLASSICAL CHINA
T
10/2
Lecture/Discussion: Chinese Theatre                           
Reading: Snow in Midsummer
Scott: “Performance of Classical Theatre”
PLAY QUIZ: Snow in Midsummer



Informal Presentations: “The Performance of Classical Theatre” by Scott (Vera)
Assignment: Midterm Prospectus
R
10/4
Discussion: Midterm Prospectus’s 
TBD
WEEK FIVE: MODERN CHINA




T
10/9
Assignment: Midterm Essay


Lecture/Discussion: Chinese “Spoken Drama”



Reading: “Tradition, Change, and Continuity in Chinese Theatre”


Informal Presentation: “Tradition, Change, and Continuity in Chinese Theatre” (Alonte)
R
10/11
Reading: Sunrise (Methuen)

PLAY QUIZ: Sunrise

WEEK SIX: CLASSICAL JAPAN
T
10/16
Lecture/Discussion: Kabuki & Bunraku


Films: TBD
Reading: “The Construction of Reality and Unreality in Japanese Theatre” by Alland
Informal Presentations: “The Construction of Reality and Unreality in Japanese Theatre” (Chloe)
Assignment: Final - Proposal and Initial Bibliography
R
10/18
Reading: Love Suicides at Sonezaki




A Maiden at Dojoji (view whole site from link)


PLAY QUIZ: Love Suicides and Maiden
Film: Kabuki Dance Maiden at Dojoji









WEEK SEVEN: MODERN JAPAN
T 
10/23 
Lecture/Discussion: Butoh/Takarazuka


Reading: “Introduction” from Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan


Informal Presentations: Maria
Assignment: Final - Thesis, Full Sentence Outline, & Revised Bibliography 
R 
10/25 
Reading: Hot Pepper, Air Conditioner, and the Farewell Speech

Informal Presentation: Phyu
PLAY QUIZ: Hot Pepper, Air Conditioner, and the Farewell Speech

WEEK EIGHT: SOUTHEAST ASIA
T
10/30
Lecture/Discussion: Indonesia and Wayang

Reading: The Struggle of the Naga Tribe

The Bicycle

PLAY QUIZ: Struggle and Bicycle
Informal Presentations: Nhi
Assignment: Final – First (or any) three pages of paper
R
11/1
Lecture/Discussion: Vietnam – Water Puppetry and More

Reading: Truong Ba’s Soul in the Butcher’s Skin


Informal Presentations: Teyia
PLAY QUIZ: Truong Ba’s Soul in the Butcher’s Skin
WEEK NINE: THE MIDDLE EAST
T
11/6
Lecture/Discussion: The “Middle East”

Reading: The Sultan’s Dilemma by Tawfiq Al-Hakim
Informal Presentation: Karishma
PLAY QUIZ: The Sultan’s Dilemma



Assignment: Final – First Complete Version

R
11/8
Oral Presentations of Final Research Projects


Paper Conferences with “C” (make an appointment in advance)







WEEK TEN: PRESENTATIONS


T
11/13 
Oral Presentations of Final Research Projects



R
11/15 
“C” at ASTR Conference


Assignment: Final – Revised Version
EXAM WEEK
T
11/20
No exam time

Assignment: Cultural Reflection
