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T100
Introduction to Theatre
MWF  10:10-11:00 A.M.
A201

Spring 2013
Course Instructors: offices are located in Theatre & Drama Room A300
We are also available by appointment if you schedule ahead of time.

Eric “C” Heaps: eheaps@indiana.edu (office hours MW 11:00-12:30; Cubicle LL)
Jenna Johnson: jekajohn@indiana.edu (office hours TBD; Cubicle ??)

Sara Taylor: taylosar@indiana.edu (office hours TBD; Cubicle ??)
Course Description
This course is required of all theatre majors and minors, but it is also open to students of any other major. The course objectives for students include the following:

· Understanding theatre as a collaborative act

· Developing and enhancing critical skills to enhance participation as a theatre practitioner and an audience member

· Developing an appreciation and understanding of the jobs of theatre artists and technicians and other contributors to theatrical production

· Developing an awareness of the relationship of theatrical experiences of the past with those of the present

It is hoped that students will leave this course with a better understanding of theatre and drama in its larger cultural and historical context, and with the ability to make important connections between theatre of the past with current experiences with theatre, with the other fine and performing arts, and with our contemporary social fabric and myriad life styles.

Required Textbooks
· Wainscott and Fletcher. Theatre: Collaborative Acts, 3rd edition, 2009. 

· Wainscott and Fletcher. Plays Onstage: An Anthology, 2006.

The following plays can be found in Plays Onstage:
· Samuel Beckett, Act Without Words I
· Susan Glaspell, Trifles
· William Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet
· Henrik Ibsen, Ghosts 

· Jose Rivera, Marisol
· Zeami, Hagoromo
· David Henry Hwang, M Butterfly
Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest: can be found in the English Drama Archive. Go to the IUB Libraries Home Page, select “Resource Gateway,” then “Resources A-Z,” then “E,” then finally “English Drama.” Search the archive for the play.

Luis Valdez, Los Vendidos: can be found in the Latino Literature Archive. Go to the IUB Libraries Home Page, select “Resource Gateway,” then “Resources A-Z,” then “L,” then “Latino Literature.” Click on Browse Drama, and you’ll find the play under “L.” Or search IUCAT.
Additional Reading 

From time to time your instructors may ask you to read short articles about the theatre from a variety of sources. These texts will be provided for you either as a handout or via Oncourse.
Incompletes 

No incompletes will be given except for verified medical or other real emergencies. Theatre production duties are not emergencies.

On-time Work 

Assignments must be completed and turned in on time. All late work, incomplete work, or makeup work will be downgraded. Production analyses will be downgraded one full letter grade for every class period late, up to four class periods. After the fourth class period late, papers will no longer be accepted.

Grading 

Total Possible Points: 1000

Exams




30% (2 @ 150 points each)

Production Analyses: 


30% (3 @ 100 points each)

Project Work:



30% (see below)

Quizzes: 



10% (see below) 

Attendance in Class
There is no formal attendance policy for this class. However, regular attendance and participation in the classroom will be necessary if you expect to perform well on exams. Additionally, failure to attend will result in lost points on any quizzes.
Quizzes

There will periodically be quizzes at the beginning of class covering the assigned reading material. Be sure to be on time, as no make-up quizzes will be given. Note: we’ll give an unspecified number of quizzes throughout the semester; one will be for extra credit (thus if we have 12 quizzes, you will be graded out of 11). The total points for quizzes will be factored out of 100, for 10% of the final grade. 
Project Work

Throughout the semester, you will be working individually and in groups on a series of projects, some of which will build into each other and culminate in a performance. The project will give you some experience doing a variety of theatrical work.
Examinations

The two written examinations will include a series of multiple-choice questions, identifications, and essay questions.

· Exam #1, Friday, March 1
· Exam #2, Friday, May 3 (NOTE: This class time is 10:15-12:15)
Production Analysis Papers

An analytical paper must be written on the first three major departmental productions of the semester. Each paper must reflect the student’s own work. Detailed requirements will be distributed in a separate handout. Due dates are as follows:

· Intimate Apparel: Friday, February 15
· The School for Scandal: Friday, March 8
· At First Sight: Friday, April 5
Attendance at Productions

You will need to attend each of the four major departmental productions (Intimate Apparel, February 1-9; The School for Scandal, February 22-March 2; At First Sight (either production), March 22-30; Sunday in the Park with George, April 12-20) in order to write critically and analytically about them for the aforementioned production analysis papers and for in-class discussions. 
Additionally, students must pick up, sign, and return a card for each production in order to verify attendance. Failure to do so for any of the first three productions will result in a full letter grade reduction on that assigned paper, and in the case of Sunday in the Park with George, on the second exam. The cards must be picked up before the production begins from the assistant house manager and returned at the end of the production. Any attempt at cheating here is regarded as academic dishonesty (see “Plagiarism” below). Also, if you are enrolled in more than one theatre class, you must include the name of each class you are in (including the professor).
Tickets may be purchased from the IU Auditorium Box Office. Sadly, tickets are not free, though there are many opportunities to see our performances at discounted prices or for no cost:

· Opening Night/Tuesday Special – Students in Theatre & Drama classes will receive coupon sheets to buy $5.00 tickets to our opening nights and Tuesday performances. You must take these coupons to the box office in the week PRIOR to opening (NOT the week OF opening).

· Ushering – Students who volunteer to usher can attend the production for free. Ushers are required to arrive at the theatre one hour before curtain. Usher sign-ups are online; see the call board for more information.
· Concession Stand – Students can also volunteer to help University Players sell concessions in the lobby. A sign-up sheet is posted on the call board outside the scenic studio a few weeks before a production opens.
Tickets for productions often sell early, especially for musicals and performances in the smaller Wells-Metz Theatre. You are very strongly encouraged to obtain your tickets early. Waiting until the final weekend of a performance frequently results in students missing the production. The house management and box office staff will not give priority to students who need to get into a show for a class requirement, and the excuse “I couldn’t get a ticket” will not be accepted in this course.
Extra Credit 

Information about extra credit opportunities can be found in a separate handout on our class’s Oncourse page.

Plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty of any kind on any in-class or out-of-class assignment will result in failure for the course. The Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct section on plagiarism reads as follows:

Plagiarism: A student must not adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or statements of another person without appropriate acknowledgment. A student must give credit to the originality of others and acknowledge an indebtedness whenever he or she does any of the following: 

1. Quotes another person's actual words, either oral or written; 

2. Paraphrases another person's words, either oral or written; 

3. Uses another person's idea, opinion, or theory; or 

4. Borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative material, unless the information is common knowledge. 

Additionally, according to the Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities and Conduct, students are not allowed to turn in the same work for assignments in different classes.  Be aware that in spite of the similarity between assignments in various theatre classes, you must produce original work for every assignment.

Additional Information
Religious Holidays: In the event that observance of a religious holiday conflicts with course assignments, students must inform the course instructors no less than two weeks before the date in question.
Learning Disabilities: If you have a qualified disability and need special accommodations, please notify an instructor within two weeks of the first class period and request verification of eligibility for accommodations from the Office of Disability Services, Franklin Hall 006.

Writing Tutorial Services: Students wishing for assistance with their papers can visit IU’s Writing Tutorial Services offices, located in Ballantine Hall 206 or on the 3rd floor of the Herman B. Wells Library.

Laptops: Laptops may only be used during class for note-taking purposes.
Cell Phones: Out of respect for your fellow students and for the instructors, please refrain from all cell phone use.
Late Arrivals: We will close the doors to the classroom once class begins. If you are running late and you see the doors are closed, please enter through the rear classroom door (down the hall to the left of the main doors to this classroom) and come up the stairs so as to not disturb class.
Course Schedule: in the unlikely event that the schedule needs to be changed, adequate notice will be given, both in class and via Oncourse

DATE


TOPICS COVERED



HOMEWORK DUE
MON 1/7

Course Intro
WED 1/9

Theatre in Society



Ch 1: Cultural Collaboration
FRI 1/11

Theatre Space




Ch 2: Experiencing Theatre
MON 1/14

Theatre Space





WED 1/16

Structure




Ch 4: Understanding the Play
FRI 1/18

Structure




Trifles
MON 1/21

No Class: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
WED 1/23

Crossing Cultural Boundaries

FRI 1/25

Theater Criticism/Paper Guidelines

Ch 3: Analyzing Theatre
MON 1/28

Directing




Ch 6: The Director

WED 1/30

Stage Management
FRI 2/1

Directing




Ghosts
MON 2/4

Genre





Ch 5: Interpreting the Play 
WED 2/6

Greece/Rome




Ch 11: Foundations
FRI 2/8

Genre





Romeo and Juliet
MON 2/11

Theatre History



Ch 12: Reinterpretations
WED 2/13

Design 




Ch 9: The Designer
FRI 2/15

Intimate Apparel discussion


Intimate Apparel papers due
MON 2/18

Design






WED 2/20

Design
FRI 2/22

Design





The Importance of Being Earnest
MON 2/25

TBD






WED 2/27

Exam Review
FRI 3/1

EXAM #1 
MON 3/4

Producing




Ch 10: The Producer
WED 3/6

Japanese Theatre



Hagoromo



FRI 3/8

The School for Scandal discussion

The School for Scandal papers due
SPRING BREAK
MON 3/18

Acting





Ch 7: The Actor
WED 3/20

Acting
FRI 3/22

Acting





Act Without Words I
MON 3/25

Playwriting




Ch 8: The Playwright


WED 3/27

Playwriting 





FRI 3/29

Project Work




10-minute plays due
MON 4/1

Theatre History



Ch 13: Revolutions
WED 4/3

Theatre for Social Change


Los Vendidos
FRI 4/5

At First Sight discussion


At First Sight papers due
MON 4/8

TBD
WED 4/10

Latino Theatre




Marisol
FRI 4/12

Project Work
MON 4/15

TBD
WED 4/17

Chinese Music Drama



M. Butterfly
FRI 4/19

Project Work





MON 4/22

Sunday in the Park with George Discussion 




WED 4/24

Exam Review





FRI 4/26
Project Presentations



Projects Due
FRI 5/3

EXAM #2 (NOTE: This class time is 10:15-12:15)
